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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

The RCE filed on August 4, 2010 has been processed. A non-final follows. 
Prosecution Reopened 

Prosecution on the merits of this application is reopened after the Decision by the 
Patent Board of Appeals and Interferences decided on July 12, 2010 on claims 1-31. 
These claims are considered unpatentable for the reasons indicated below: New art has 
been found. 

The rejections are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non- final) or a reply under 37 

CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 
1 .132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .193(b)(2). 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-4 and 6-30 remain pending. Claims 5 and 31 have been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cohn (2002/0010651). 

Cohn discloses a method and corresponding product and apparatus for 
establishing connections comprising in a data processing system, of registering 
services in a taxonomy, comprising: receiving a registration request at the data 
processing system, the registration request including a service description and an 
identification of a category within the taxonomy in which the service is to be registered, 
determining if the service description should be registered in the identified category 
based on a canonical service description associated with the category; and 
registering the service description in the identified category using the data processing 
system if the determination is that the service description should be registered in the 
identified category and if it is determined that the service description should not be 
registered in the category, determining whether a request to add a new category is 
received (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b);_wherein the canonical service description 
identifies minimum criteria for the category (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein 
registering the service description in the category includes storing the service 
description and an associated model description in a storage in association with the 
category (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the method is implemented in a 
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service broker within at least one network (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein if a 
request to add a new category is received, a determination is made as to whether to 
add the new category, and wherein if the new category is added, the service description 
is registered in association with the new category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
wherein the canonical service description includes information identifying minimum 
requirements of the category regarding one or more of security requirements, privacy 
requirements and communication protocol requirements (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
wherein if it is determined that the service description should not be registered in the 
category, the method further comprises: searching the taxonomy for an alternate 
category in which the service description should be registered and registering the 
service description in the alternate category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
wherein searching the taxonomy for an alternate category includes searching one or 
more of sibling, parent and child categories of the identified category within a 
predetermined range of the identified category in the taxonomy (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 
17a-b); wherein searching the taxonomy for an alternate category includes searching 
the taxonomy for a category in which the service description meets requirements of a 
canonical service description associated with the alternate category (para. 60-66 and 
fig. 3a, 17a-b); a computer program product in a computer readable medium for 
registering services in a taxonomy, comprising: first instructions for receiving a 
registration request, the registration request including a service description and an 
identification of a category within the taxonomy in which the service is to be registered; 
second instructions for determining if the service description should be registered in the 
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identified category based on a canonical service description associated with the 
category and third instructions for registering the service description in the identified 
category if the determination is that the service description should be registered in the 
identified category, wherein the canonical service description identifies minimum criteria 
for the category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the third instructions for 
registering the service description in the category includes instructions for storing the 
service description and an associated model description in a storage in association with 
the category (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the computer program product is 
executed in a service broker within at least one network (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
instructions for determining whether a request to add a new category is received, if it is 
determined that the service description should not be registered in the category 
(para.60-66 and fig.3a, 17a-b); fifth instructions for determining whether to add the new 
category, if a request to add a new category is received, and sixth instructions for 
registering the service description in association with the new category, if the new 
category is added (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the canonical service 
description includes information identifying minimum requirements of the category 
regarding one or more of security requirements, privacy requirements and 
communication protocol requirements (para.60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); instructions for 
searching the taxonomy for an alternate category in which the service description 
should be registered if the result of execution of the second instructions is that the 
service description should not be registered in the category and fifth instructions for 
registering the service description in the alternate category if an alternate category is 
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identified by execution of the fourth instructions (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
wherein the fourth instructions for searching the taxonomy for an alternate category 
includes instructions for searching one or more of sibling, parent and child categories of 
the identified category within a predetermined range of the identified category in the 
taxonomy (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the fourth instructions for searching 
the taxonomy for an alternate category includes instructions for searching the taxonomy 
for a category in which the service description meets requirements of a canonical 
service description associated with the alternate category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a- 
b); apparatus for registering services in a taxonomy, comprising: means for receiving a 
registration request, the registration request including a service description and an 
identification of a category within the taxonomy in which the service is to be registered, 
means for determining if the service description should be registered in the identified 
category based on a canonical service description associated with the category, and 
means for registering the service description in the identified category if the 
determination is that the service description should be registered in the identified 
category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the canonical service description 
identifies minimum criteria for the category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
wherein the means for registering the service description in the category includes 
means for storing the service description and an associated model description in a 
storage in association with the category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); wherein the 
apparatus is part of a service broker within at least one network (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 
17a-b); means for determining whether a request to add a new category is received if it 
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is determined that the service description should not be registered in the category 
(para. 60-66 and fig.3a, 1 7a-b); means for determining whether to add the new category, 
if a request to add a new category is received, and means for registering the service 
description in association with the new category, if the new category is added (para. 60- 
66 and fig.3a, 17a-b); wherein the canonical service description includes information 
identifying minimum requirements of the category regarding one or more of security 
requirements, privacy requirements and communication protocol requirements (para. 60- 
66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); means for searching the taxonomy for an alternate category in 
which the service description should be registered if the means for determining 
indicates that the service description should not be registered in the category; and 
means for registering the service description in the alternate category if an alternate 
category is identified by the means for searching (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b); 
wherein the means for searching the taxonomy for an alternate category includes 
means for searching one or more of sibling, parent and child categories of the identified 
category within a predetermined range of the identified category in the taxonomy 
(para. 60-66 and fig.3a, 17a-b); and wherein the means for searching the taxonomy for 
an alternate category includes means for searching the taxonomy for a category in 
which the service description meets requirements of a canonical service description 
associated with the alternate category (para. 60-66 and fig. 3a, 17a-b). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lalita M Hamilton/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



